Since the diagnosis of the presence of a tumour of the spinal cord, apart altogether from its localisation, is by no means always easy, and since in many cases if the diagnosis of tumour can be arrived at, the localisation is a matter of comparative simplicity, it will be well first to consider those signs and symptoms upon which a diagnosis of new growth rests.
Tumours of the cord may at once be divided into two kinds, viz., extra and intra dural, according to whether they are situated inside or outside the theca, and although this difference may not give rise to any very marked difference in the symptoms, still it is well to bear it in mind. As a rule, in fact in the great majority of cases, the first symptom of tumour is pain, most often situated in the back over the seat of the growth, but not unfrequently radiating along the nerves which arise from this part of The distinction between affection of the cord itself and the corda equina can usually be made by keeping in mind the facts referred to in this connection above.
The signs, of course, may be unilateral, but they are usually not so, and are often very variable. The fact that the pain is usually bilateral is a great help in the early stages in separating tumour of the corda from sciatica, as in the latter case the pain is very rarely found to affect both legs. The situation in the corda itself will be best diagnosed by attaching most localising importance to the muscles and sensory and reflex areas in the area which is paralysed, the nerves passing to or from which pass out highest up from the vertebral canal, as this will lead one to the highest point to which the interference with the function of the nerves of the corda has reached. The 
